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A CHARGE 


Addressed to the Graduates in Medicine of the University 
of Pennsylvania, at the publie Commencemant, held in 
the College Hall, March 24,1831. By Witttam H. 
De Lancxy, D. D. Provost of the University of Penn- 
sylyania, 

Gentlemen, the Graduates in Medicine— 

I have been the organ of the Board of Trustees, to 
convey to you the authority under which you are hence- 
forth to act in the profession selected by you as the 
medium of happiness, subsistence, and distinction. 
‘There is but one more duty to be performed, and the 
link which has connected you with the University will 
be severed. To the professional instruction received 
under her auspices, and the honor this day conferred by 
her authority, I am now to add the moral counsels 
which propriety dictates should be offered to those in 
whose welfare no smal! amount of interest has been felt, 
and on whose career in life it is natural that she should 
look with an anxious and interested eye. In the prose- 
cution of this duty, | shall direct your thoughts to a 
subject which, although peculiarly applicable to you, 
may yet not be without a bearing upon others within the 
hinits of my voice. 

The subject is the responsibility of professional men. 

In every situation in which man can be placed, re- 
sponsibility will attach tohim. It is an accompaniment 
of all our social relations. It finds an origin in the 
wealth which Providence bestows, in the talents with 
which he endows the mind, in the stations to which he 
permits men to rise, and in the privileges and blessings 
which flow from his bounteous hand, Parents, teach- 
ers, judges, magistrates, senators, all bow under the 
weight of an obvious and admitted responsibility. It 
exists wherever an influence can be exerted in behalf 
of our fellow beings, or abused to their injury. And 
while, with an application so general, it may be denomi- 
nated the great law of social existence on earth, its 
reality and solemnity as connected with the concerns of 
that world to which we are all destined, and the Great 

Being from whom we all come, and to whom we must 

all return, need only to be named to be at once per- 

ceived, 
But let us understand what is meant by responsibility. 

It imports a condition in which man is accountable to 
some power for his mental and moral exercises, or for 
his external conduct. The power to which he ig thus 
answerable may be within him or without him; it may 
be civil or political; it may be the power of public 
opinion, or the power of conscience; it may be the au- 
thority of man, or the authority of God. 


In some cases, responsibility arraigns her subjects at 
the bar of human laws, and visits her broken engage- 
ments with the retribution of established penalties. In 
others, she summons the delinquent before the tribunal 
of an indignant community, and inflicts upon him the 
scorn and contumely of her insulted feelings. On some 
points she commits him to the corroding reflections of 
his own violated conscience, and the stings and agonies 
of a mind conscious of demerit, and darkened by re- 
morse; while in appalling reserve she holds up to his 
view as the ultimate result, the tribunal of an eternal, 
all-powerful, and omniscient judge. 

Vout. VII. 33 


The point on which professional responsibility cen- 
tres, or the particular in regard to which it exists, should 
also, be rightly apprehended. When asked for what a 
professional man is responsible, I answer, for faithful 
efforts to quality himself for his profession, and to keep 
himself, by continued study, ever growing improve- 
ment, and a virtuous character, in @ state of qualification 
for the honest discharge of its duties. ‘This is the ex- 
action which is made of him. This is the obligation 
under which he lies. Preparatory studies, which, with 
you, have now terminated, are not the sole demand. A 
liberal profession is something more than the mere ap- 
plication of previously acquired principles, and ante- 
cedent speculations. There are constantly arising new 
phenomena, new opinions, new exigencies, new theo- 
ries, new views—all requiring in some shape or other, 
for support, or for refutation, intellectual energy, and 
steady application, Let any man in any profession, 
however transcendaat be his native talent, rely exclu- 
sively on the knowledge with which he’commenced his 
professional life, and L venture to state that there is not 
a professional man present who would not proneunce 
him incompetent for the faithful discharge of its de- 
mands, and unwerthy ef the public confidence. Our 
information must not only expand to the width of the 
ordinary calls which may be made upon it, but also keep 
pace with that unceasing development and modifica- 
tion to which the principles of even the most stable 
profession are more or less subjected. 


Such is the nature, and such the extent of professienal 
responsibility. Let us consider fo whom it is to be 
cherished. 

For these continued efforts to improve himself, I 
would represent the professional man as responsible to 
himself, and to his friends, to society, and to God. 


The very possession of mind, implies the obligation 
to improve it to the utmost extent of our advantages 
and abilities. Formed as it is for gradual development; 
and so related to external objects and the sources of 
knowledge as to acquire information by degrees, it is 
preposterous to suppose that it can reach mature at- 
tainments, without the irksomeness of continued mental 
application. 

There are three prominent sources of happiness, our 
minds, our affections, and our senses; and if the pursuit 
of happiness be not only the aim, but the duty of men, 
mental indolence must be equally unwise and criminal, 
We scorn the miser who hoards the treasures which 
would render his secular condition comfortable, and if 
properly employed, win for him respect and love. We 
should deem the individual an idiot or a madman, who 
should never use the limbs with which his body is pro- 
vided. Intellectual neglect is scarcely less absurd, and 
it wages too a desolating war against that inward sense 
of duty, which, whatever be its origin, operates in al- 
most every breast. 

But if the inward satisfaction arising from the con- 
sciousness of being engaged in the effort to fulfil ob- 
ligations, and the inward discomfort which springs from 
the conviction of neglecting them; if regard to what 
almost every man proposes ag the end and aim of his 
exertions—his own happiness—be inadequate to make 
a professional man feel the moral necessity of the ap- 
plication to which we hgve pronounced him bound, let 
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him look to the bearing of his career, upon the friends | stil 


who have aided him to prepare for the great voyage of 
life. In a multitude of cases, the education of youth is 
built on parental toils, and self-denial. Most of us have 
been dependent on the affectionate liberality of parents 
and friends, for ability to complete our preparatory stu- 
dies. In many imstances, this dependence, in conse- 
quence of the natural indisposition of the public to con- 
fide in extreme youth, and of the numbers which occu- | 


py the fields of professional life, continues for a time 


after our regular initiation into our respective callings. 
Parents, it is true, are under obligation to maintain and 
educate their children; the obligation, however, is re- | 
ciprocal, and binds the latter not only to cherish and 








{APRIL 


| more momentous concerns of an eternal world. 
The very constitution of society demands this depend- 
ence of menon one another. All cannot be lawyers, 
physicians, and divines, any more than all can be, at 


' one and the same time, farmers, manufacturers, and me- 


chanics. The frame of social existence calls for diver- 


sified occupations, «nd the public good is best subserved 
by suchanarrangement. ‘The liberal professions exist, 
then, not for the sake of those who are in them, but for 
the advantage of the community. It is no valid objection 
to this view that the Christian ministry, which forms one 
of these professions, is an institution which springs di- 
rectly from divine appointment; because although this 
be true, yet the object of the institution is not the good 


sustain, should it be necessary, their declining age, but | of the clergy individually or as a body, but the good of 
likewise to repay their anxiety, and their generosity, by | society, the temporal and eternal advantage of the race. 
the most faithful application of themselves to the line of | On this relation it is that I do not hesitate to greund and 
life in which they bave been placed by parental sacri- | to urge the responsibility of professional men. They 
fices and liberality. hold, as it were, public offices, they ure subject to the 
Nor is the claim of those who, as instructors, have in | public call, they are protected by the public power, 
different stages of intellectual developement, had charge | they exist for the public good; and under the regula- 
of our minds, and lab: ured to imbue them with sound | tions which law and usage establish and sanction, to se- 
knowledge and correct principles, of a feeble character. | cure and adjust the compensation of their labors, the 
It is by their hands that the path is levelled, the ob- | public has a clear and undeniable right not barely to 
structions removed, the ascommodations supplied which | their services, but to their efforts to qualify themselves 
render a journey through the fields of knowledge profit- | to perform those services most effectually. 
able and pleasant. The obligation of gratitude at least, | Why, too, we may ask m another view of this subject, 
is the result of the guidance and aid thus afforded. But | are some privileges attached to the situation of profes- 
to instructors, from the highest to the lowest, nothing | sional men? Why are the clergy relieved from some 
can be so gratifying as to witness faithful efforts to im- | kinds of taxes, and lawyers anc physicians exempted 
prove on the part of pupils, and to mark the continu- | from serving on juries, and from other burdensome en- 


ance of those efforts in the after ecenes of life. Such a gagements? Why do the laws—laws sanctioned by the 
course not only reflects back on those who originated | 


community—extend their protecting wing over these 
it the credit due to competent and faithful instruction, | distinctive classes, shielding the clergyman in the dis- 
but excites emotions of satisfaction, which are among | charge of his duties, in some states of the union level- 
the purest and strongest that the mind can feel. ing penalties at quacks for the sake of the qualified 

The obligation may, perhaps, be placed also on an- | practitioner, and sustaining the legal advocate in the 
other ground, arising from an application of the broad | 








principle which determines the character of a tree by | 
the nature of its fruits. To some extent, institutions 
and individuals are exemplified by the results of their 


instruction upon those who have been submitted to its 
influence. 


In this view the pupil holds in his posses- | 
sion, to a certain degree, the character of his instruct | 
ors, and if he prove in after life recreant to the princi- 

ples and habits enforced upon him, and instead of build- 
wg on the foundation which they have laid, suffers the 
foundation itself to be broken up and scattered, the 
hasty decision of an undiscriminating public ascribes it 


_to serve the public who thus fosters them? 


enjoyment of the privileges annexed to his profession® 


‘Is all this done for the individual benefit of the men 


who occupy these stations? 1s it done for their benefit 


considered as a cluss in the community? By no means— 


it is done for the good of the public; and what is it that 
the public seeks by this arrangement? that the holders 
of these privileges should negleet to qualify themselves 
No, gentle- 
men, a very different conclusion results from such pre- 
mises—that they are, one and all, bound to reciprocate 
the benefits conferred by a faithtul application of their 


sions. The public has a two-fold claim on professional 


Such a verdict is far from b¥ing infallible; because in- | men—a claim to their actual services, and a claim to 
capacity, indolence, dissipation,and a multitude of other | their professional improvement; and the indolent, the 
causes may combine to mar the effect of early instruc- | neglectful, and the dissipated, to whatever professiom 
tion, and prevent him from duly cherishing the seed | they belong, are guilty, on these principles, of violating 


which had been faithfully and adequately sown. But | an actual, although it may be but an implied engage- 
so long as the public shall judge in this way, it will be | ment. 


| time, talent, and character to their respective -profes- 
to a deficiency in the original training of the mind. | 


the duty of the pupil not to discredit by voluntary abuse i 


It is not enough to urge in reply, that in this case in- 


of- his mind the instructors to whom he is indebted for | dolence is its own punishment; and that the man who 
its early development, or those to whom he traces his | yields to the seduction, will in the end be discarded by 


professional attainments. 
But from these cursory remarks, let me direct your | 


the public. This in general is true, and doubtless con- 


stitutes a most powerful stimulus to effort; but it relates 


thoughts to the connexion of the subject with society _not to the moral aspect of our subject. The position 


at large. 


maintained is, that without reference to personal inte- 


The professional man is responsible to society to | rest, without reference to the mode in which he himself. 
‘* * * . sustains such. obvious and important relations. | may be affected by his conduct, there lies a moral en- 
before his fellow men,claiming to be a qualified | gagement on every professional man, which he griev- 


f doctrines and principles connected with the | 
roperty,. the morals, or the religion, of those 
hallenging their confidence and patronage 

' of adequate knowledge, and offering | 
.v aid-as an adviser in: critical emergen- 


ously violates whenever be is faithless, not only in the 
actual discharge ot duty, but in what the public have a. 
right to expect at his hands—his own professional im- 
provement. 


We sometimes hear of idle men-in the different: pro- 


advocate of their rights, and privileges, | fessions—-of men who take no pains to improve them- 
With an implicit and undoubting reli- | selves, to widen their information, enlarge their experi- 


‘men commit to his information and | 
2rs involving not only the temporal sub- | 
opiness of themselves and their families, | 
‘es the dearer interest of life itself,.and | 


ence, and confirm their judgments—-of dissipated and- 


gambling lawyers and physicians, of indolent aud gos- 
sipping clergymen. I speak not now of the repugnancy. 
of such characters to the priuciples of morality or rely 
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gion, but I speak of the bearing of such inconsistencies | moral obligation that would seduce a man to hazard a 
on responsibility to the public, If I send fora physician, | negative reply to such a question. 
and trust the life or the limbs of my child to his skill, | Now, in this responsible relation to society, you have 
and information, because he bears that professional been this day placed, and henceforth, the public have 
character, because the community has recognized him | a right to expect from you a faithful and zealous prose- 
as such, what have Ia right toexpect’ Surely, thathe (| cution of professional duties and professional studies. 
is qualified to act in that capacity; that his knowledge | You are bound to keep yourselves mentally and merally 
has kept pace with the science which he professes to| in a state of qualification to serve the public. It may 
apply; that he has faithfully striven to make himself a | fall to your lot to stand in positions ifwhich your know- 
skilful practitioner; and that the civil privileges which ledge and judgment will be of the deepest moment to 
my voice has aided to impart, or to continue to him, in| your fellow beings. Fathers will confide to you the 
order that he may improve himself, have not been | safety of sons and daughters, on whom their proudest 
abused. If, then, I be doomed to see that child linger- | hopes and tenderest affections are centred. Mothers 
ing in agony, and finally sinking into the jaws of death, | will often turn from the pallid and sickly features of a 
through his ignorance, want of skill, or misapprehen-| child, to catch the gleams of hope or apprehension from 
sion of the disease; and if this have resulted from the | the expression of your countenances,and the assurances 
physician’s not acquiring the knowledge which it had | of your lips. The whole circle of domestic sensibilities, 
been within his power to acquire, which | had conceived | parental, filial, conjugal, fraternal, will move in accord- 
him to possess, and which by acting as a physician he | ance with your opinions,and your skill. The confidence 
professed to possess, is there no wrung done? is there no, of your fellow men will be awarded to you, and it be- 
ositive abuse of authorized confidence’ is there no “e-} comes you to remember, that the professional qualities 
ation of an actual engagement? is there in this no crime | demanded in reture come, not by casualty, inheritance, 
against the community? It is not necessary, in order to| or careless and feeble efforts—but by faithful, laborious, 
answer these questions, to resort to the chimerical no- | continued application of the mind; and that to this spe- 
tions of the celebrated infidel, who resolves all moral | cies of application you are bound by an obligation which 
obligations into the power of the public to punish. It} will rest upon you during the whole course of your pro- 
is a part of our obligation to God, to fulfil the subordi-| fessional life. 
nate obligations to individuals and to society, which we But fet me turn from these to a higder point, and di- 
assume; and if the time which, faithfully employed, | rect your attention to the ultimate source and centre of 
might have secured a knowledge and skill that would | all human responsibility—the authority of the Great 
have saved the life confided to him, had been spent in | Being who made and is to judge mankind. J denomi- 
gambling houses, or haunts of licentiousness, or in list-| nate thisthe centre of all responsibility, for from it 
less indolence, the priaciples of every sound system of | every other kind originates, and in it they find*all their 
morality would pronounce the parent an injured man. | force. Why am I responsible to myself for the im- 
He might not be able to enforce a compensation for the | provement of my menta! and moral powers? Only be- 
injury before any earthly tribunal—what adequate com- | cause God, having given me mind, and constituted it a 
pensation could be made in such acase’? The right is | source of happiness and usefulness, has by that gift and 
indeed an imperfect one, and so is the right to gratitude | the constitution of it imposed on me the necessity and 
from the individual whom I have benefited. But the | bound metothe duty of a faithful cultivation of my 
moral colouring of the case remains the same—that phy-| mental powers. Why aml responsible to friends for 
sycian has violated his obligation to a member of society their aid, countenance, and instruction? Because they 
and to the public who protects him in his profession, as | are the appointed agents of Providence to confer the 
well as to a higher power. benefits received at their hands;and for filial ingratitude, 
The same principles will apply to the other profes- | or the abuse of these favours, I must meet a retribution 
sions involving a similar responsibility, heightened or! at the bar of the Almighty. Why am I responsible to 
diminished, according to the nature and importance of | society for an honest discharge of my obligations to it? 
the interests implicated. The lawyer who takes my | Not only because society has power, legal or moral, to 
money and neglects the business which I commit to him, | punish for the violation of engagements, but because so- 
all will pronounce a guilty man. Is he not equally so, | ciety exists as the creature of the divine will, originates 
when he takes a privilege, which the public confers, | in the very social constitution which God has given to 
and neglects to do what the public have a right to ex- mankind, and the violation of my duties to society is in 
pect from him, viz: to keep himself duly qualified to | its ultimate reference a disregard of a divine institution, 
serve them? The clergyman is admitted on all hands to | and an infraction of the divine will through the medium 
be faithless to his congregation, who receives the emolu- | of his own appointments. 
ments they offer, and neglects the duties which his situa- On this subject, then, ason every other of a moral 
tion imposes. Is he not equally so, when, through vol-| kind, we are to raise our eyes to that high and holy 
untary indolence, and mental neglect, he disqualifies | ONE, who, in the language of his prophet, *“inhabiteth 
himself to serve the community to which he belongs? | eternity.” It is true, alas! that the mental infatuation 
Professional men hold then a kind of office from the pub-! which results from the native obliquity of the human 
lic, and like others in similar situations, are responsible | mind, produces such a degree of familiarity with the 
for their conduct in them. Who hesitates to denounce | name and character of God, that few adequately appre- 
a negligent magistrate?’ What does the public voice ciate the fearful relation in which they stand to him as 
| 








declare of men who occupy official stations in our courts | their Creator and fival Judge. But if there is evidence, 
of justice, and our civil government and neglect to dis- | (and there is, independently of the disclosures of reve- 
charge the duties connected with them? If there is an lation, ) founded on our own existence and minds, of the 
admitted violation of a moral engagement, when magis- | eternal existence of ONE, the author of all being and 
trates fail in attention to their office, when judges taint | all intelligence; the responsibility of his creatures, and 
by voluntary ignorance the fountains of justice; when | his power to punish and to reward, are deductions too 
rulers neglect for private ends the interests of the coun-| obvious to be rejected. If atheism and materialism are, 
try, or when in humbler spheres the agent disregards | as they have been proved to be by the immortal mind 
the affairs of his employer; is there none when the men | of Locke, demonstrable abstfdities, it can be no slight 
to whom we have committed, as qualified and faithful | matter to meet the retribution which that Awful Being 
guardians of the trust, such momentous concerns as| must award to wasted minds and vicious characters. 
those of health, property, life, and salvation, do yet, by | Gentlemen, it is at the bar of the Eternal God that we 
neglect, by inattention, by voluntary indolence, or dis-| must all eventually be arraigned. By his decision we 
sipation, unfit themselves to discharge the engagements | must stand or fall. His favour and his wrath are the 
they have assumed’ it must be a distorted view of| tremendous sanctions of all the obligations which press 
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our consciences. And you cannot go forth among the That they have given the subject all that deliberation, 
temptations, aed seductions, and biandishments of the | 














which its importance merits. The friendly and liberal 


great theatre into which you are now to be ushered, | policy which Pennsylvania has always practised in her 


under the guidance of a safer or more appropriate coun- 
sel than that which urges you to bear ever in your minds 
the conviction that as respects both the preparation 
for and the discharge of professional duties, you are ulti- 
mately responsible to an omniscient God. 

At no period of life can the views which I have stated, 
be more worthy of consideration and adoption than at 
the present. You stand on the borders of a scene, 
which however depicted to your minds as one of bril- 
liancy, it will not require a very long experience to 
satisfy you is one of arduous labour and painful anxiety. 
In the broad and anxious view which youth take when 
they stretch their eager vision across the great theatre 
of life, much that is material to their happiness and 
suceess isaptto be overlooked. They resemble the 
spectator viewing some majestic scenery of nature, 
whose eye is arrested by mountains, and forests, and 
stately castles, and distant spires, and brightening ver- 
dure, while the innumerable objects which although 
small and unattractive, give practical character to the 
scene; the gardens, the rivulets, the swampsand marsh- 
es which infect the atmosphere, the arid tracts which 
resist all culture, and the wretched hamlets which beto- 
ken distress and penury, are all hidden from this partial 
view. Few pevtaps, ifany, of the ten thousand little 
circumstances which in after life, may niake or mar your 
fortunes, enter at this time into the magnificent compu- 
tations, by which you calculate the sum of worldy pros- 
perity and coming honours. Powers of prophecy are 
not needed, gentlemen, to announce that to many of you 
the future will prove an utter disappointment—to some 
perhaps, a career, of success—to none a scene of un- 
clouded prosperity—but to all a scene of drial. How- 
ever darkened, however gilded, however varied, this 
will undoubtedly prove the uniform characteristic of 
your professional life. Skill, talent, character, zeal, 
and information, will allbe put to the test: and there 
lies before every aspirant to fame or opulence, a most 
trying competition of intellect and effort with numer- 
ous and stirring rivals, that will last for life. Ihave set 
before you, in these views of professional responsibility, 
a principle of action that will nerve you for all the diffi- 
culties and fortunes of the contest, and carry you, with 
safety, and honour, through all hostility and all temp- 
tation. Other motives might have been suggested. 
Fame, wealth, power, applause, are, however caprici- 
ous in character, fluctuating in influence, and uncer- 
tain and inadequate in their power over, moral charac- 








| intercourse with other States would lead her to pay 


every attention to the complaints of Maryland, but in 
this instance Pennsylvania herself is mainly interested, 
as the River Susquehanna is navigated by her own ci- 
tizens, and the productions of her soil furnish the freight 
which is carried on it. 

The Legislature of Maryland and the Commissioners 
who appeared before the Committee on behalf of that 
State, complained that the fifth section of the act of 
Pennsylvania, passed the 19th day of February, 1801, 
which declares ‘the River Susquchanna down to the 
Maryland line to be a public highway,” ‘has been viola- 
ted by this Commonwealth in authorising dams to be 
coustructed in said river,” The Committee deem it 
unnecessary to enter into any arguments at this time to 
prove that the act of 1801 is not a compact between 
the two states, or that the act is not a contract in the 
constitutional sense of the term. They do not wish to 
stand on abstract questions of right or sovereignty, but 
to act on the matter w'th a regard to mutual inter- 
est and in that friendly manner which has hitherto char- 
acterised the arrangement between Maryland and this 
state.If, however, it be admitted that the fifth section of 
the act of 1801 was a compact or contract, it must be 
shown that Pennsylvania has placed the navigation of 
the Susquehanna ina worse state than it was at the 
time that act was passed; and Maryland would have to 
show that the construction of a dam in ber own territory 
was not an example for this state to follow. 

Since the year 1801, Pennsylvania has expended 
many thousands of dollars to improve the river naviga- 
tion of the Susquehanna; it was found however that all 
attempts of the kind failed to attain the object which 
was intended, and on the 9th April, 1827, a law was 
passed to construct dams for the purpose of making a 
safe navigation. So careful was the Legislature to 
preserve the river asa public highway, that the follow- 
ing section was passed: “That if it shall be found neces- 
sary in order io construct the said canals and works, to 
obstruct the navigation of the Susquehanna, the Juni- 
ata, the Kiskeminitas, or any of their navigable branch- 
es, by dams or other means, that before such obstruc- 
tions shall be made, the said commissioners shall cause 
to be made a means of navigation equally safe and prec- 
ticable as now exists at such place or places so to be ob- 
structed.” 

The Committee having had no evidence submitted to 


| them, to show that any obstructions existed, much less 


ter. They have doubtless been already before your | t® show the nature and extent of obstructions, have 
minds. Required at this time to express to you the deemed it proper to recommend that the Canal Com- 
parting counsel of the University, I can offer to your | missioners be directed, not as arbiters but as agents of 
thoughts no motive so effectual to produce on your} the state, to make an examination of the dams on the 
parts, efforts to become and to continue mentally, and Susquehanna, and to report the result, in order that the 
morally faithful physicians, as is contained in the sugges- | Legislature may take proper measures to remove the 
tion to cherish permanently a deep sense of your re- | Obstructions to the navigations of the River Susquehan- 
sponsibility to yourselves, and to your friends, to socie- | "4, ifany exist. : : Ps 
ty, and to your God. The Committee submit the following resolution: 
With this counsel, and with the prayer that the divine | Resolved, That the Canal Commissioners be direct- 
blessings may attend you through life, I bid you, in the | ed to enquire and ascertain whether the fifth section of 
name of your late instructors, and of the Trustees of the | the act of Pennsylvania, passed the 19th day of Febru. 
University, yery respectfully,—Fanews t. ary 1801, which declares the Susquehanna down to the 
Maryland line to be a public highway, has been viola- 
ted by the erection of dams, in order that the Legisla- 
| ture may take proper measures to remove the obstruc- 
tions to the navigation of said river, if any exist.” 
Letter of the Chairman of the joint committee to the 
Maryland commissioners, and their protest against the 
report of said committee. 


REPORT RELATIVE TO THE 
SUSQUEHANNA DAMS. 
Read in the Senale, March 31. 
Mr. BURDEN, from th® committee to whom was re- 


ferred the message of the Governor of this common- 
wealth, accompanied with a communication from the 
Governor of Maryland and a preamble and resolutions 
of the Legislature of that state, respecting the dams in 


“'Tothe Honorable Robert H. Goldsborough, John 
Mercer and Samuel Sterrett, Commissioners on behalf 
of the State of Maryland. 

Gentlemen.—The committee appointed by the Se- 
nate and House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, to 
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the River Susquehannan, on leave given, Reperted: whom were referred the message of the Governor of 
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this Commonwealth enclosing the communication from 
the Governor of Maryland, remonstrating: against the 
conduct of the state of Pennsylvania, in erecting artifi- 
cial obstructions to the navigation of the river Susque- 
hanna, have instructed me to inform you that they will 
recommend to the Legislature of Pennsylvania the pas- 
sage of aresolution directing the Canal Commissioners 
to inquire and ascertain whether the fifih section of the 
act of Pennsylvania passed the 19th February, 1801, 
which declares the Susquehanna down to the Maryland 
line to be a public highway, has been violated by the 
erection of dams, in order that the Legislature may 
take proper measures te remove the obstructions to 
the navigation of said river, if any exist. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

J. R. BURDEN, Chairman. 

Senate Chamber, March 6th, 1831. 

To the Honorable the Chairman and the Joint Com- 
mittee appointed by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

Gentlemen—The undersigned have had the honor to 
receive your communication of last night, containing 
the substance of an intended report to the Legislature 
of Pennsylvania upon the subject of the remonstrance of 
the State of Maryland against the erection of artificial 
obstructions in the river Susquehanna, and exceedingly 
regret that the course thus indicated as the one about te 
be pursued by the Committee is so little calculated to 
give the required redress. 

The dams which cause the obstructions and dangers 
against which the state of Maryland remonstrates, 
were the acts of the Canal Commissioners done under 
the authority of Pennsylvania. Torefer the subject of 
complaint to their adjudication, is to submit it to the 
wrong-doers themselves, and to depend upon their 
confession of the wrong before redress becomes even a 
matter of consideration with the Legislature. 

The undersigned did not suppose that the fact of im- 
pediments and dangers thrown in the way of navigating 
the Susquehanna river by the dams ordered by Penn- 
sylvania at Shamokin, Nanticoke and Duncan’s Island, 
was now a matter to be ascertained, as the notoriety of 
the losses sustained and the general complaint of all 
concerned had, in their expectation, placed that subject 
bey ond all doubt, 

Still less, ina case of alleged violation on the part of 
Pennsylvania of the compact existing between the two 
states, in relation to the free navigation of the river Sus- 
quehanna asa highway, could the undersigned have 
supposed that a Committee of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania would have referred the question of ‘‘violation 
or not” to a board of arbitrators exclusively selected by 
themselves, and that that selection would have been 
confined to persons who planned and executed the 
works that are held to be the very causes of the violation. 

The undersigned presented themselves before the 
constitutiona! authorities of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, under instructions from their government 
dictated by the best feelings that could subsist between 
two sister states, remonstrating in a tone and man- 
ner the most respectful against a wrong—not doubt 
ing that when the attention of the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania should be called to the terms of the “compact” 
and to the opinions and feelings which had subsequent- 
ly illustrated it, and which has been cherished in both 
states so propitious to common interests and perfect 
good understanding, a promptness and decision would 
have been evinced in redressing the wrong which goes 
to tarnish the fair fame and put in question the plighted 
faith of Pennsylvania, every hour that it is permitted to 
remain. 

Presuming that the course made known to the 
undersigned as the one determined on by the Commit- 
tee, the undersigned feel themselves ‘constrained to 
protest against it as altogether unsatisfactory, and they 
do herein most respectfnily yet emphatically protest in 
the name of the state of Maryland, whose interests they 
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have in charge, against any proceeding calculated to 
produce delay, er which shall submit the arbitration on 
that interest toan exparte tribunal, itself implicated as 
authors of the inflicted injury. 

The undersigned have only toadd the respectful re- 
quest that the Committee will permit this protest te 
accompany their report to the two Houses of the Le- 
gislature—and with sentiments of highest consideration, 
they have the honor to be 

Your ebed’t servants, 
ROBT. H. GOLDSBOROUGH, 
S. STERRETT, 
JNO. MERCER. 
Wilson’s Hotel, 17th March, 1831. 





For the Register of Pennsylvania. 


THE ALCHEMIST. 
No. XV. 


“There is no idea, perhaps, more pleasing to an 
ingenious mind, than that the sentences which it dic- 
tates in silence and obscurity, may give pleasure and en- 
tertainment to those by.whom the writer has never been 
seen, to whom even his name is unknown, There is 
something peculiarly interesting in the hope of this in- 
tercourse of sentiment, this invisible sort of friendship, 
with the virtuous and the good; and the visionary 
warmth ofan author may be allowed to extend it todis- 
tant places and to future times.” — MacKenzie, 


Among the multitude of honoured names with which 
the great northern capital of the British isles is decorated» 
few, perhaps, deserve a brighter scutcheon than that 
which is affixed to the above sentiment. It is not there- 
fore, somuch with a view to respond to the general 
truth, as to furnish in regard to the author himself, a 
suitable illustration of the last clause in the quotation, 
that I have selected it for the the motto of this paper. 

When speaking of Henry MacKenzie, it is to be un- 
derstood that I refer solely to his Xterary character. 
The recent announcement of his death, at avery ad- 
vanced age, has recalled tu my mind the delight often 
experienced, inthe perusal of his charming sketches 
and more elaborate productions, written half a century 
ago; and has excited a desire to know something of his 
personal history. Butat this distance it is nearly im- 
possible to collect, at once, any thing which would be 
satisfactory; and after all, his mind, not his person,— 
his sentiments, not his manners—his style and not his 
outward personal adornments, are what we of this 
country are, most concerned to know. 

His own countrymen will, no doubt, in due time do 
justice to his biography, and on their province I would 
by no means intrude. But intellect is of no peculiar 
country; it asks no passports when it leaves the land 
where its corporeal dwelling is situated,and it heeds nei- 
ther the flattery of obsequious friends, nor the malice 
of local enemies,—however these may, at home, affect 
the temporary prosperity, and may elevate or depress 
the spirits, of the possessor. [Neither do the literary and 
scientific productions to which that intellect gives birth, 
depend for their acceptance on the whims and caprices 
of the veering goddess—fashion. While therefore, we 
leave the personal history of an indivdual to his own 
friends and countrymen, we may without arrogance, 
venture to invite the attention of those who admire 
intellectual worth, to a renewal of their acquaintance with 
such personages as the “Lounger,” “the man of feel- 
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ing” and “Julia de Roubigné.” I would hold up the 
untarnished “‘Mirror,” both to vice and to virtue, as re- 
flecting with equal fidelity the hideousness of the for- 
mer, and the gracefulness of the latter. 

The first trait of mind to which I would advert as char- 
acteristic of MacKenzie, is that of ardent and delicate 
feeling ;—not the rapture which evaporates in verbosity 
and which grows turgid where it would seem impas- 
sioned, but the glowing and sympathetic elevation of 
soul which springs from, and flows to, the “‘godlike of 
earth;” which with natural sensibility for its basis, has 
been fostered by dwelling on the glorious and the lovely 
whether of the physical or of the moral world. The 
sentiments conveyed by his more serious reflections and 
ethical trains of thought, are accordingly imbued with 
the colours of those objects in tife which had excited 
his sympathies, and led to the construction of his 
sketches, anecdotes and tales. 

The next circumstance worthy of notice in his 
productions, is the purity of his literary taste. In 
every form of the essay and in every variety of descrip- 
tion, the same characteristic trait marks the course of 
his pen. The broadest humour in which he indulges 
never goes so far as to overleap the bounds of refine- 
ment in diction. While his keen perception of the 
ridiculous, as well as of the beautiful, must have induced 
him to paint both, inthe most glowing colours, we find 
his satire always as chaste as it is pungent, and his irony 
as playful as it is discriminating. 

Another mark of his literary character is versatility. 
Some appear to imagine, that this consists in an ability 
to compose with equal success novels, puems, histories, 
sermons and reviews, but, intruth, in these numerous 
forms of composition there may be no greater versatili- 
ty displayed than in the various parts of the same pro- 
duction. The world has seen several works bearing 
the title of poems, which were in fact nothing more 
than novels in verse; and the writer who excels in his- 
torical romance, may, even when intending to write of 
sober realities, actually give us only a romance of his- 
tory. The different strains in which periodical essays 
alone are composed, exhibit in the hands of MacKenzie, 
as great and as varied talents as any of the nominal va- 
rieties of composition, above mentioned. 

But evidence that talents of a high order belong to 
any author, is to be sought as well in the succession, as 
inthe nature or the variety of his productions. The 
contrary opinion has, I am aware, many practical advyo- 
cates, who conceive that one or two felicitous efforts 
may stamp a character which will endure the ravages 
oftime. But the genius that glitters for a duy, willsel- 
dom be found to attract admiration for an age. Even 
military glory, the most deceitful, and of the most un- 
certain foundation, must, in general, have more than 
one signal victory to give it enduring eclat. How 
much more that which rests on the imperishable monu- 
ments of mind? It is the persevering effort, or rather it 
is the power to make such effort, that can entitle an au- 
thor toclaim our full confidence; to challenge our unqua- 
lified respect. That the chief contributor to the Mirror 
and the Lounger,had that command of powers which en- 









abled him to concentrate at will the energies of his 
mind on whatever subject he chose to handle, will ap- 
pear from the fact that of the hundred and ten papers 
in the former, no less than forty nine, and of the hun- 
dred and one ofthe latter, fifly five bear the name of 
MacKenzie. Both these papers appeared weekly and 
though some time elapsed between the discontinuance 
of the former, in 1780, and the commencement of the 
latter in 1785, yet there is no evidence that the inter- 
val was occupied in the preparation of the subsequent 
series. I do not advert to the frequency of his efforts 
as unparalleled or superior to that of others who had 
preceded him in the same walks of authorship; but as 
placing him among the front ranks, **,,, nEeomayous.”” 
with those gigantic heroes of the pen, among whom to 
be second is, indeed, vastly more honourable than to be 
first among the ordinary herd of authors. 

The command of one’s powers, may, however, ac- 
cording to the dispositions of the individual, be turned 
either to good or to evil; to the erection of artificial 
rules of life, and the fostering of literary selfishness, or 
to the wide and general diffusion of intellectual plea- 
sures. The ties of humanity may possibly escape the 
regards of an author, while he fosters the conceit of the 
cold and the unfeeling. General happiness may van- 
ish from before the sight of him who fixes his eagle 
gaze only on the dazzling splendours of literary fame. 
Not such was the course of him whom I have attempt- 
ed to present to the reader. His bent of mind was to- 
wards the generous and heartfelt charities of life. He 
reproved and satirized the follies of the great, because 
they weaken the natural ties of brotherhood, that bind 
our race together; and he discouraged and ridiculed the 
attempt on the part of persons in moderate circum- 
stances, to render those follies more generally prevalent. 

The reader will readily recollect asexamples of this 
raillery, the amusing letters* of John Homespun and his 
daughter, and those of the ingenuous Miss Marjory 
Mushroom. 

A deep sense of the value of that practical morality 
which is founded on just sentiments of piety, is every 
where apparent in the writings of MacKenzie; but we 
have no prosing lectures on the efficacy of dogmas, or 
on the value ofthis or that abstract speculation. He 
appears to have entertained the rather obsolete notion, 
that goodness consists in being good. The story of La 
Roche exemplifies the nature of those principles and 
feelings, which, according to the views of our author, 
can give the most certain consolations in adversity and 
cast into comparative obscurity all the “pleasures of 
philosophical discovery, and all the pride of literary 
fame.” 

The humane and generous spirit of this author will be 
duly appreciated when it is considered, that he was 
among the firstjto invoke the smiles of public favour 
upon the early efforts of the poet Burns, 

At atime when that most extraordinary child of ge- 
nius was struggling against the frowns of fortune, and of 
former friends, and when he had by great efforts caused 





*See ‘‘Mirror” Nos. 12 and 25; also “Lounger” Nos, 
17, 98, 53, 36, 56 and 62, 
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a small edition of his early poetical effusions to be put | 


to press, at a country town in the west of Scotland, in 
order to raise the means of embarking to a foreign land 


‘They come,’ said she; ‘ fly, fly, these ruthless foes, 
| And save a life in which Monimia lives; 


Believe me, Henry, light are all her woes, 


>| Except what Henry’s dreaded purpose gives!” 
where his genius would in all probability have soon gone 


with his bones to the oblivion of a West Indian char- 
nel?house; at that time did the amiable MacKenzie im- 
mediately invite public attention to the simple, natural, 
and ‘truly pastoral strains” of the ‘* Ayrshire plough- 
man.* ” The fact that the poet was soon found in all the 
circles of taste and refinement within the Scottish capi- 
tal, where he was “universally admired, feasted, caress- 
ed, and flattered;” and that his genius and writings be- 
came known and appreciated throughout England, is 
ascribed, and probably with justice, by one of his biog- 
raphers, to the timely interference of him,who thus 
proved that the “man of feeling” was not a mere “crea- 
ture of the brain.” 

I have mentioned the vein of satire which character- 
ized MacKenzie. There is in number fifteenth of 
the Lounger, an exceedingly clever piece of a scientific 
description, which | take the liberty of recommending 
to the special notice of certain learned bodies in our 
country, who are said to have placed in their cabinets 
some rare specimens of those animals, the pygano payor, 
or ‘* toad-eaters,”? whose character and haunts are there 
so minutely pointed out, 

Of pathetic description, besides the numerous exam- 
ples in “the man of feeling” and in “Julia de Roubigné,’* 
I may cite the interesting tale of ‘*Father Nicholas,” 
pourtraying the course and consequences of folly, dissi- 
pation, and licentiousness, 

Few of MacKenzie’s effusions received the form, 


though many have the spirit, of poetry. In number 








What could I do? Contending passions strove 
And pressed my bosom with allernate weight, 
Unyielding honour, soft persuasive love— 
I fled and left her—left her to fate! 


Calmly she saw the smouldering ruins glare, 
*’T is past, all righteous God! ’T is past!’ she cried; 
‘ But for my Henry hear my latest prayer!’ 


| Big was the bursting heart—she groaned and died! 


Still, in my dreams, I see her form confess’d, 
Sailing, in robes of light, the troubled sky! 

*And soon, she whispers, shall my Henry rest,” 
And dimly smiling, points my place to die! 


1 hear that voice, I see that pale hand wave; 
I come once more to view my native shore; 
Stretched on Monimia’s long neglected grave, 
To clasp the sod and feel my woes no more.” 


L. 








EASTERN PENITENTIARY. 


An act to enlarge the buildings of the State Penitentiary 
of the Eastern District, and for other ses. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, thatthe inspectors of the 
state penitentiary for the eastern district, in the county 
of Philadelphia, be authorized and required, and they 
hereby are authorized and required to construct 

| and erect within the outer walls of said penitentiary, 
| upon such plan as they may deem most expedient, 
| buildings which’shall contain at least four hundred cells, 
suitable for the confinement of convicted criminals, in 
solitary imprisonment at labour, and to enable them the 
more effectually to perform the duties now enjoined, al? 
the rights, powers, and privileges heretofore given to 
the commissioners for building said penitentiary, are 


eighty-five of the Mirror, we have a sample of his com- | hereby transferred to, and vested in, the said inspec- 


position in thisdepartment. Itis entitled “ the Exile— 
an elegy;” a few stanzas of which 1 will venture to 


transcribe, as a suitable conclusion of this humble tri- 
bute :— 


** Where, midst the ruins of affallen state, 
The once famed Tiber rolls his scanty wave, 

Where half a column now derides the great, 
Where half a statue yet records the brave, 


With trembling steps an exile wandered near, 
in Scottish weeds his shrivelled limbs arrayed; 

His furrowed cheek was crossed with many a tear, 
And frequent sighs his wounded soul betrayed. 


Oh! wretch, he cried, that like some troubled ghost, 
Art doomed to wander round this world of wo, 

While mem’ry speaks of joys forever lost, 
Of peace! of comfort! thou hast ceased to know. 


Three little moons had seen our growing love, 
Since first Monimia joined her hand to mine; 

Three little moons had seen us blest, above 
All that enthusiast could e’er divine. 


Urged by the brave, by fancied glory warmed, 
fn treason honest, if ’¢ was treason here: 

For rights supposed, my native land I arm’d, 
And join’d the standard Charles had dared to rear. 


' Eet me not think—but, ah, the thought will rise, 
Still in my whirling brain its horrors dwell, 
When pale and trembling with uplifted eyes, 
Monimia faintly breathed—a last fare well. 











—_— 


* See Lounger, No. 97. 














| tors, Provided, however, that nothing herein contained 
| shall divest the said board of commissioners of any right 
| or power that it may be necessary for them to retain, in 
| order to arrange and settle any of their former engage- 
| ments and transactions as to real estate, or otherwise, 
) and they are hereby authorized and directed, after the 
final settlement of their accounts to pay over any bal- 
ance that may remain in their hands, to the board of in- 
| spectors of the eastern state penitentiary, to be applied 
| in the erection and furnishing of cells hereby direeted 
| to be built. 
See. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
| aforesaid, that for the purpose of defraying the expense 
| of erecting said buildings, the County Commissioners 
of the county of Philadelphia be and they hereby are 
| authorised to loan out of the county Funds of said coun- 
ty to the aforesaid inspectors, one hundred and twenty 
| thousand dollars, in such sums and at such times as the 
said inspectors may require the same, for the purpose 
aforesaid, for the amount of which said sums of money 
loaned as aforesaid, certificates of state stock in pro- 
per form shall be issued to the County Commission- 
ers of the county of Philadelphia, for the use of said 
county, which said stock shall be transferrable in the 
same manner as other State stock, and from and afterthe 
first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-four, and not before, shall bear an interest of five 
percent per annum, payable half yearly, and be re- 
deemable thirty years afterthe passage of this act, and 

| the said County Commissioners are hereby authorized 

to raise the aforesaid sum of one hundred and twenty 

| thousand dollars by loan, in any mode or manner in 
which money for the ordinary purposes, and expenses 
of said County may by law be raised or obtained. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
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aforesaid, that every person who shall be convicted in 
any Court in the Eastern District of this Commonwealth, 
of any crime committed after the first day of May next, 
whose punishment under the present exfting laws 
would be imprisonment in the Jail and Penitentiary 
house of Philadelphia, for one year or any term exceed- 
ing one year, shall be sentenced by the proper court 
to suffer punishment, by separate or solitay confinement, 
at labour in the State Penit: ntiary for the Eastern Dis- 
trict, for such times respectively as the provisions of the 








criminals to be sentenced to be confined in the aforesaid 
Jail and Penitentiary house of Philadelphia, and the 
persons so sentenced as uforesaid, while confined in the 
said State Penitentiary, snall be treated in all respects | 


aforesaid laws now authorise and direct, such convicted | 
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referred to the same committee; by which it will be per- 
ceived, that there was on that day a balance in the trea- 
sury amounting to $81,848 29-100; since that period, 
the receipts have amounted to $15,060 38-100, and the 
payments to $20,574 75-100, leaving a balance in the 
treasury on this day of $76,333 94-10v. 

A communication from the city clerk was received, 
with a printed statement of his receipts for permits for 
placing building materials, and for entries of hackney 
coaches, wagons, carts, drays, aa. heel-barrows, to- 
gether with an account of his paynients to the city trea- 
surer, during the quarter. Referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

The following letter from the committee who have 
charge of the management of the fund left by John 


in the manner which the act, entitled “A further sup-| Scott to the corporation, was received: 


plement to an act entitled an act to reform the penal 
laws of this Commonwealth,” approved the twenty-third 
day of April, one thousand eight hundred twenty-nine, 
directs that persons convicted under the provisions 
thereof, shall be treated during their imprisonment in 
the said State Penitentiary. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That every person who shall be convicted in 
any court in the eastern district of Commonwealth, of 
any crime committed after the first day of May next, 
whose punishment under the present existing laws 
would be imprisonment in the Jail and Penitentiary 
house of Philadelphia, for any term less than one year 
shall be sentenced by the proper Court to receive his 
or her punishment in the County Jail of the proper 
county. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That criminals sentenced as directed in and | 
by the third section of this act shall be removed to the 
aforesaid State Penitentiary, at the expense of the pro- 
per county, subject, nevertheless to be detained and 
coufined in the Jail and Penitentiary house of Philadel- 
phia, until a sufficient number of cells shall be finished 
in the said State Penitentiary, to enable the Inspectors 
thgreof, conveniently to receive said criminals. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that the Inspectors of the Jail and Peniten- 
tiary on the first Monday in April, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-three, or as soon thereafter as con- 
veniently may be, shall remove all the convicted crimi- 
nals who my then remain in said Jail and Penitentiary 
to the aforesaid State Penitentiary for the Eastern Dis- 
trict, there to be imprisoned, kept and punished af 
cording to law, and their several sentences, until duly 
discharged: Provided, the said State Penitentiary sball 
be prepared for the reception of said prisoners, as here- | 
inbefore provided for. 

FREDERICK SMITH, 
Speaker of House of Rep. 
WM. G. HAWKINS, | 
Speaker of the Senaie. | 


Approved the twenty-eighth day of March, Anno 
Domini, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. 
GEO. WOLF. 


Secretary’s Office, Harrisburg, March 28, 1831. 

I hereby certify, that the above and foregoing is a | 
true copy of the original law, remaining on file and of | 
record in the said office. 

[L.8.] 
day and year aforesaid. 


Witness my hand and seal of said office, the | 


SAM’L M’KEAN. | 
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To the Select Council of Philadelphia. 


Gentlemen—During the last year, the following pre- 
miums were awarded by the committee having in charge 
the management of the fund left by John Scott, to the 
corporation of Philadelphia, for rewarding the authors 
of useful inventions. 

1. To Herick Aikin, of Draweut, Massachusetts, for 
a knife to split leather straps for the use of saddlers, 
harness-makers, &c. &c. a medal and twenty dollars. 

By means of this knife, all kinds of welts, binding, 
facings, strips for binding, loops, and thongs, which re- 
quire to be thin, may be made out of thick leather with 
ease; and all straps used for harness and saddlery, may 
be drawn through, to take off the fleshy part, made 
smooth, and cut to any thickness desired. 

2. To Ebenezer Whiting, of Berkshire, Tioga county, 
New York, for a saw sett, a medal and twenty dollars. 

We are respectfully, 

JAMES MEASE, 

WILLIAM PHILLIPS, 

SOLOMON W. CONRAD, 

JAMES RONALDSON, 

ROBERT HARE, 

WILLIAM HEMBEL., 
Philadelphia, March 24, 1831. 


Mr. Duane, as chairman of the watering committee, 
offered an ordinance empowering the Mayor to raise 
money to be applied to laying down iron pipes through 
the city, which was passed. 

Mr. Duane offered the following resolution: 

** Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, of 
the city of Philadelphia, that the watering committee 
be and they are hereby authorized and directed to sell 
the steam engines, with their appurtenances, now at the 
works at Fair Mount.” 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Duane, as chairman of the committee on Wills’ 
legacy, offered an ordinance, which was passed. 

Mr. Neff presented the following petition, which was 
referred to the committee on markets: 

‘** We, the subscribers engaged in commercial busi- 
ness, in the immediate premises hereinafter mentioned, 
respectfully represent, to the honourable Councils, that 
it has been occupied for a number of years last past, as 
a stand for carts. That it is the only one, used as such, 
between Market street and the Drawbridge, that we 
employ the draymen whose stations are near Walnut 
and Front streets; that in our business, we are frequent- 
ly compelled to use carts instead of drays; and that our 
regular draymen have carts employed in their usual busi- 
ness, and it is their wish, and ours, that some stand may 


| be located, near where their drays are stationed, where 
| they may place their carts. And we would, with all due 
| deference, mention the situation heretofore occupied 
SELECT COUNCIL.—A communication from the | 


by them, say onthe north side of Walnut street, be- 


city commissioners, with a printed statement of their | tween Front and Water streets.’ 


expenditures for the quarter ending 31st March, were | 


received, and referred to the committee on accounts, 


Mr. Kittera, as chairman of the committee on the State 


| House and Independent Square, offered the following 
A communication from the city treasurer, dated 14th | 
April, with his quarterly accounts, was received, and | 


report and resolution, which were adopted by the Se- 
lect Council, but were laid on the table in the Common 
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Haviland: 

The committee on the State House and Indepen- 
dence Square, respectfully report-— 

‘That they employed Mr. John Haviland, architect, 
to examine the Hall of Independence, and after col- 
lecting all the information as to its former state, to pre- 
sent to the committee his views as to the practicability 
ef restoring the HalJl to its former state—that they have 
received from Mr. Maviland the annexed letter, estima- 
ting the contemplated alteration at the sum of 1200 
dollars. 

‘They recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lution. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Committee on the State House and Independence 
Square, be authorised to cause the Hall of Indepen- 
dence to be altered, conformably to the proposals of 
John Haviland, architect, and charge the same to No.21. 

Philadelphia, March 29th, 1831. 
To Thos. Kittera, Esq. 

Sir—In compliance with your request, I have ex- 
amined ‘the Hall of the Declaration of Independence,’ 
with a view of reinstating it with its original architec- 
tural embellishments. From the best information I can 
obtain of its former style of finish, it appears to have 
been similar to the Mayor’s Court room in its general 
features: a gallery supported by small columns, occu- 
pied the western side, anda chair with its dressings, 
raised ona platform on the eastern side; the precise de- 
tail of which I find it impossible to obtain authority 
sufficient to recommend its introduction; the materials 
we have are in good taste, corresponding with the bold 
Roman architecture of the staircase and vestibule, and 
constitutes nearly the whole finish; the lost parts are so | 
trifling and imperfect, that, although they would com- 
plete the portrait, they would encumber it with useless 
and defective features. 

The arches on either side of the entrance, were for- 
merly open, similar to the one through which you pass 
to the staircase—it would add much to the magnitude 
and beauty of the two rooms if these apertures could 
be restored; which might be effected by using them 
Jointly for some public purpose, such as an Exchange, 
Atheneum, Exhibition, or Town Meeting Room, tiat 
would not encumber the walls or conceal their architec- 
tectural features. 

Your subscriber therefore most respectfully recom- 
mends reinstating the reom with the general finish of 
pilaster, entablature, pedestals, and window dressings, 
corresponding with the Mayor’s Court room, vestibule 
and stairs, which he is of opinion was the original finish | 
of the room, at the period of the Declaration of Inde- | 
pendence. | 

The estimated cost of the the whole alteration including | 
the painting and plaistering, is twelve hundred dollars. | 





Respectfully submitted, sir, by your most ob’t servt. 
JOHN HAVILAND, Architect. 

To Tuos. Krrrera, Esq. Chairman of the Committee 

of the State House Square, 

The Select Council adhered to their amendment re- 
lative to painting and cleaning the rooms of Council; 
and appointed, as a committee of Conference on their 
part, Messrs. Kittera, and Massey. 

‘The following communication from the Mayor, rela- 
tive to the Rail Road, with these documents were re- 
ceived, and were referred to a joint committee of three 
members of each Council, viz: Messrs. Kittera, Toland 
and Neff of the Select Council, and Messrs. Coryell, 
Wainwright and Ryan, of the Common Council. 


Mayor’s Orrice, 
Philadelphia, Apri! 1st, 1831. 
To the Presidents of the Select and Common Councils. 
Gentlemen,—I enclose a letter from the President of 
the board of Canal Commissioners, with accompanying 


documents, on an important subject requiring the de- 
Nou, VIL 34 
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Council, accompanied with a letter from Mr. John | termination of Councils, and am most respectfully your 


ob’t serv’t, B. W. RICHARDS. 


Harnissvre, April 5th, 1834. 


| Benjamin W. Richards, Esq. Mayor of the City of Phil- 


adelphia. 

I herewith transmit a certified copy of the first sec- 
tion of an act to continue the improvement of the state, 
approved in March last, and alse a resolution of the 
board of Canal Commissioners of this date. 

It will be perceived,that the part of the Columbia and 
Philadelphia Rail Road between the western shore of 
the river Schuylkill, and the intersection of Vine and 
Broad streets, cannot be placed under contract, until 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, by 
their proper authorities, shail have entered into certain 
engagements with the Commonwealth. 

By direction of the board of Canal Commissioners the 
superintendent of the Columbia and Philadelphia Rail 
Road has advertised for proposals for the construction 
of the part of the Rail Way referred to, so as to enable 
him to place the work under contract by the 11th of 
May next. ‘The contracts will not however, be enter- 
ed into unless the authorities referred to shall have 
agreed to the conditions by the day mentioned. 

Very respectfully, your ob’t &c. 
JAS. S. STEVENSON. 
President Board Canal Commissioners. 

[See first section of the improvement bill in the pre- 

sent number, page 270. } 


Canat Commissioners’ Room. 
April 5th, 1831. 

Whereas, by the second proviso of the first section of 
the act passed 23d March, 1831, entitled *‘An Act to 
continue the improvement of the State by Canals and 
Rail Roads,” certain engagements are requircd of the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, by their 
proper authorities, before the Canal Commissioner shall 
contract for any part of the Rail Road between the 
western shore of the river SchuyIkill and the intersec- 
tion of Vine and Broad streets; 

Therefore Resolved, That the President of the board 
transmit acertified copy of the said section to the Mayor, 
Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia, and request the 
determination of their proper authorities upon the said 
proviso. 

Extract from the journal of the Board of Canal Com- 
missioners. FRS. R. SHUNK, Secretary. 


COMMON COUNCIL. 

Mr. Murray presented the following petiticn from 
City Watchmen, on the north and south streets, which 
was referred to Messrs. Murray, Baker, Coryell, Lippin- 
cott, Fox, and Toland. 


4 


To the Honorable the Select and Common Councils of the 
cily of Philadelphia. 

The petition of the subscribers respectfully repre- 
sents, that they are the Watchmen for the North and 
South streets; that their duties are equally arduous and 
dangerous with those performed by their brethren on 
the East and West streets; yet they receive twenty 
dollars per month, while your petitioners are only al- 
lowed eighteen for the same services. In addition to 
which your petitioners are obliged to attend to the 
lamps, for which they are paid but twenty five cents 
per month, by no means an adequate compensation. 
Your petitioners therefore pray your honourable body 
to grant them such further compensation as their ser- 
vices justly deserve; and as in duty bound, they will 
ever pray, &c. 

[Signed by Daniel Engleman and forty two others. } 

Mr. Ryan, as chairman of the Comniuittee on the Draw- 
bridge Lot, made the following report and resolution, 
which passed the Common Council, but was non-con- 
curred in by the Select Council. 

The Committee on the Drawbridge to whom was re- 
ferred the communication of Elliot Cresson, relative to 
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Inspectors of Tobacco, and also the erection of Tobac- | Cubic Square 
co warehouses in the vicinity, of the Drawbridge, beg | No. yards. yards, 
leave to report: 1 Chesnut street, from Seventh to Ele- 

That having duly considered the subject referred to venth street, repaved, 4038 
them, they deem it inexpedient to report in favour of | 2 Hunter street from Tenth to Eleventh 
the erection,by the city, of ware houses such as are con: | street, paved, 
templated in the communication of Elliott Cresson. Schuylkill Eighth strect, from High to 
Your committee are of opinion that the appointment of Sassafras street, 
suitable and qualified inspectors of Tobacco would be Filbert street, from Juniper to Schuyl- 
very advantageous to the interests of the mercantile kill Eighth street, 
part of the community, and knowing of no law author- Anne street, from Schuylkill Seventh to 
izing the appointment of inspectors or directing the Schuy!kill Eighth strect, 214 653 
manner in which the article of Tobacco should be in- Marion street, from Twelfth to Thir- 
spected, they therefore recommend the adoption of the teenth street, 
following resolution: Buddin’s alley, from Thirteenth to Juni- 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that | per street, 80 259 
the Presidents of Councils be requested to make an Schuylkill Seventh, from High to 
early application to the Legislature of this Common- George street, 
wealth, at their next session, for the passage of an act | Schuylkill 6th, from High to George 
directing a mode for the inspection, of Tobacco, and au- street, 929 2230 
thorizing the Governor to appoint,one or more, suitable | 10 Walnut street, from Broad to Schuylkill 
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persons as inspectors of Tobacco for the port of Phila- Seventh street, 839 2519 
delphia. | 11 Locust street, from Thirteenth to Broad 
Mr. Baker, as Chairman of the Committee on Mar- street, 806 1612 
kets, made the following report and resolution, which | 12 Juniper strect, from Walnut to Spruce 
were adopted. street, 
“‘The committee on markets to whom was referred | 13 Leiper streeet, from Thirteenth to Clo- 
the petition of a number of citizens requesting the | ver street, 169 337 
stand of Drays to be removed from Mulberry street, be- | 14 Beach street, from Walnut to George 
tween Front and Second streets, Report: street, 742 
That they have viewed the situation, and are of the | 15 Locust street, from Beach to west of 
opinion that the request of said petition should be grant- Willow street, 316 950 
ed and offer the following resolution. 16 Willow street, from Spruce to Pine 
Resolved, That the City Commissioners be requested street, 218 1435 
toremove the stand for Drays from Mulberry street, 7 Pine street, from Willow to west of , 
between Front and Second streets, to Front street, be- | Bank street, 1120 1680 
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8 Bank street, from Pine to Cedar street 1960 2486 


tween Market and Mulberry streets.” 
19 Lombard street, from Bank to the west 


Mr. Baker, from the same Committee, made the fol- 








lowing report and resolution, which were adopted. side of Water street, : 250 500 
“The committee on markets to whom was referred the | 22 A twenty feet strect, running from Ju- 

petition ofa number of citizens for and against chains | niper to Broad street, south of Spruce 

across Second street, at Lombard and South streets, | street. be graduated to the curb line, 285 


Report: | 21 Sycamore street, twenty feet wide, run- 
“That they are of opinion the same is necessary, and ning north from Spruce, between Ju- 
offer the following resolution. manor and manee streets, be graduated ‘i 
: a to the curb iine, 2 
Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, Phat |22 Cedar or South strect, west of Broad 
the City Commissioners be directed to place chains | one or more. sauares.. commencing at 
across the cartway of the west side of Second street, | gr eg HAS 
; i : : >| Broad street, at the discretion of the 
one to be placed at the distance of fifteen feet from the | Paving Committee 
h line o street in” ‘ 
en artes — other - oe aoe 23 Schuylkill 7th street, from Mulberry 
om the norta tne oF Leder street, to Sasafras trect, 1600 


street; and that the clerk of the Second street Market, | : ; See aia’ 

be authorised and directed to cause the said chains to be oe See. vid a eutbarity afore ne. ates Fer 
stretched across the passage above mentioned during ee eee ya ee See , ae 
every market day, under and subject to all the regula- | sioners,) be, and they = hereby authorized, to con- 
tions which the chains in High street market are sub- | tract with any one, or more persons, for labour and ma- 


: . | terialsfor the completion of the foregoing items, in 
cted t I C 29 ” P o Se? 
# 0 by the ordinance of March 29, 1798. | such manner, and on such conditions, as in their opin- 


Mr. Johnson, as Chairman of the Paving Committee, | jon may appear most conductive to the public inter- 
made the annual report, which was adopted in the | est. 

Common Councils, but was amended as follows in the A letter was received from Isaac Brown, relative to 
Select Council. ; | Franklin’s Legacy, which was referred to the Commit- 

“The Paving Committee, to whom were referred sun- | tee on that Legacy. 
dry petitions for paving, and other improvements, Re- | Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution, which 

age: Na eae was adopted. 

That having viewed the various items referred to them, Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
they have selected such (as in their opinion) will be | the Paving Committee, be, and they are hereby au- 
most conducive to the interest of their fellow citizens | thorised, to contract for the completion of the culvert 
generally. — | in Pine street west of Schuylkill Eighth street, at such 

Andin submitting the same for the consideration of | time during the ensuing season, and on such terms, as 
Councils, they ask leave to offer the following resolu- | they may deem best for the public interest. 

Gene: Mr. Johnson, from the Committee to Nevise the 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That | Ordinances, reported three, which were ordered to be 
the following named streets and alleys, as designated, be | printed. 
graduated, paved, and repaved, under the direction of | Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution relative 
the Paving committee and superintendence of the City | to the south west corner of Water and Walnut streets 
Commissioners. | and the bill as it passed the Legislature of this state, at 
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its last session, which passed by the Common Councils, | hackney coaches, and that said committee have leave to 
but was postponed for the present, in the Select Council. | report by bill or otherwise. 

Whereas, by an actof the legislature of this state, at| Mr. Israel offereda resolution that when Council ad- 
their last session; entitled an act concerning the south | journ,they adjourn to meet on Tuesday evening the 21st 
east, and south west corner of Walnutand Water streets, | inst. which was adopted. 
in the city of Philadelphia, certain alterations are pro- | natasha cicadas 
posed, and set forth for the line of the buildings, on the | 5 : ae 
east and west sides of Water street, south of Walnut | THE GERMAN SOCIETY’S LIBRARY. 


street agreeably to the report ofajury of Review ap- It is not generally known, that there exists in the 





pointed by order of the court of Quarter Sessions for the 
city and county of Philacelphia for that purpose. 

And whereas a proviso, in said act, requires, that be- 
fore any such alteration be made, the consent of the 


| heart of this city, a Library, containing nearly three 
| thousand yolumes of choice books in the German and 
| English languages. ‘This library belongs to the German 
| Society of Philadelphia, and is to be found in their Hall, 


corporation of the city of Philadelphia, be first had and | in Seventh, below Market street. There is no other 
obtained. | collection of German books of equal magnitude in this 
‘Therefore, Resolved, by the Select and Common | city, or in any other place in the United States, Stu- 
Councils, that so soon as the provisions contained in the | dents and lovers of German literature will find in this 
said act of assembly, are complicd with, the councils, in | library, their favorite and justly celebrated authors, and 
the name of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and citi-| also many works of writers of inferior reputation. The 
zens of Philadelphia do, and they hereby approve of | classical Schiller, Goethe, Wieland, Harder, Voss, 
the said alieration and order the same to be recorded | Thieck, Winklemann, Jean Paul, jr. Richter, &c. &c, 
as such, and the city Solicitor, is hereby requested to at- | adorn the shelves with their numerous and exquisite 
tend to the subject. | productions. The Leipziger Literatur Zeitung and the 
AN ACT | Zeitung fuer die Elegante Welt, two periodical works 
Concering the south east and south west corners of | of the highest repute, and published in Germany, are 
Water and Walnut streets, in the city of Philadelphia. | regularly received by the society, and placed in the 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of | library. 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, |} A selection from the best works of some of the ancient 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by | and many of the more modern authors has been lately 
the authority of the same, ‘Ihat the eastern and west- | made by an agent of the society in Germany, and the 
ern lines of Water street at the south east and south | books consisting of several hundred volumes are daily 
west corners of Walnut and Water streets in the city of | expected from Hamburgh. This addition will much 


Philadelphia, shall be as follows, to wit: the western 
line of Water street,shall be continued ina straight line 


with the other houses on the west side of south Water 


street below Walnut street from the north east corner 
of the house No. 84 south Water street tu the south 


side of Walnut and the eastern line of Water street shall | 


be continued in a straight line with the other houses on 
the east side of south Water street south of the south 
east corner house of Walnut and Water street to the 
south side of Walnut street,and so as to be parallel with 
the western line of Water street as above established, 
and so as that Water street at the said corners shall not 
be less than thirty feet wide, the present width of the 
other part of Water street in the same square. Pro- 
vided, That if in making such alterations in the said 
Water street, the property or privileges of any indi- 


vidual or individuals are affected, on the application of 


such individual or individuals to the court of quarter 
sessions of the county of Philadelphia, the said court 
shall order a jury of viewers to view the premises after 
due notice given tothe parties and report to said court, 
the amount of damages, if any, by whom sustained, and 
by whom to be paid, taking into consideration the ad- 
vantages or disadvantages, the proposed alteration will 
be to the property or privileges of the individual or in- 
dividuals, by it affected; and if said report shall be ap- 
proved by said Couit judgment shall be entered there- 
on, and Provided also, ‘Ihat before any such alteration 


be made the consent of the corporation of the city of} 


Philadelphia, shall be first had and obtained. 
Office of the Clerk of the Senate. 
Harrisburg, April 11, 1831. 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
of an act passed by both branches of the Legislature 
and signed by the Governor at their last session, 

Witness my hand the day and year above written. 

W.S. FRANKLIN, Clerk of Senate. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution relative 
to Hackney Coaches, which was adepted, and was re- 
ferred toa Committee of Messrs. Johnson, Patterson, 
Worrell and Neff. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Council, that 
a joint committee of two members from each Council 
be appointed to enquire, if any, and what alterations 
or amendments are necessary to be made to the ordi- 
nance for the regulation of the owners and drives of 





enhance the value of the library in the eyes of the 
friends of German literature, and as none but the mem- 
bers of the society are entitled to the use of the books 
| belonging to it, it is a very great inducement to those 
| who are studying, as well as those who understand the 
German language, to become members. The requisites 
| to become a member are, that the applicant shall be a 
| German by birth, or a descendant of German ancestry; 
| that he shall be proposed at one quarterly meeting, and 
elected by a majority of the members at the next suc- 
ceeding quarterly meeting. After his election, he must 
pay tothe treasurer the sum of eight dollars, which en- 
titles him to all the benefits of the society, and the use 
of the library. The annual contribution paid by the 
members for the use of the society, is only one dollar 
and a quarter. The English part of the library is com- 
posed of the best English and American works, and at 
present has more volumes than the German part. The 
library is open for three hours on every Saturday after- 
| noon during the year, at which time books are loaned 
' tothe members. It is needless to acd that the German 
| Society has been long established as a benevolent so- 
| ciety, and has in every year, since its foundation, dis- 
| tributed several hundreds of dollars for the relief of 
poor and distressed Germans; and that the library is 
but a secondary and subordinate object of its organiza- 
tion. A. 

A rich service of plate has been presented to Captain 
D. Wise, of the ship Eliza, by several insurance offices 

in this city, with the following inscription: — 
Presented to 
Cart, DANIEL WISE, Jr. 
Of the 
Sup Eviza, 
By the President and Directors, in behalf 
OF THE 
Stockholders of the Pennsylvania, Union, Atlantic, 
Phenix and United States Insurance Offices 
of Philadelphia; 

As a tribute of respect for his persevering and cour- 
| ageous conduct in saving his vessel, and finally getting 
| her into a port in safety, after having suffered a violent 














| gale in the Bay of Biscay, which deprived the ship of 


her rudder and a great portion of her stern. 
“DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP.” 
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CENSUS OF MONTGOMERY, NORTHAMPTON AND PIKE COUNTIES. 
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CENSUS OF MONTGOMERY: NORTHAMPTON 
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Townships and Boroughs, 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY. 











Abington, 
Cheltenham, 
Douglass, 
Franconia, 
Frederick, 
Gwynnedd, 
Hatfield, 
Horsham, 
Limerick, ° ° 
Lower Providence, 
Lower Salford, - 
Lower Merion, - 
Marlborough, 
Montgomery, 
Moreland, - 
New Hanover, 
Norristown borough, 
Norristown, or Norriton, 
Plymouth, - 
Pottsgrove, - - 






Skippack, 

Springfield, 
Towamensing, - 
Upper Providence, 

Upper Hanover, - 
Upper Dublin, - 
Upper Salford, - 
Upper Merion, - 
White Marsh, - 
Whitpain, - ° 
Worcester, - . 
Pottstown borough, 










































Allen, - * . 
Bethlehem, - 
Bushkiil, : 
Chestnut Hill, 
East Penn, - 
Easton borough, 
Forks, - - 
Hanover, : 
Hamilton, - . 
Lehigh, - - 
Lausanne, - - 
Lower Nazareth, - 
Lower Saucon, - 
Lower Mount Bethel, 
Moore, ~ . 
Plainfield, - 
Pocono, - 
Ross, - 


Stroud, 
Smithfield, 
Towamensing, 
Upper Mount Rethel, 
Upper Nazareth, - 
Williams, - - 
Tobyhanna, - - 
Mauch Chunk, - 





PIKE COUNTY,* 


* The details of this county have not been received by the Marshal. 
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IMPROVEMENT BILL. 
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IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


Ain Act to continue the improvement of the State by Canals 
and Rail Roads. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia, in General Assembly met, and it ishereby eracted 
by the authority of the same, That it shall be and here- 
by is made the duty of the canal commissioners, to com- 
plete as soon as practicable, the whole of the rail road 
between the rivers Schuykill and Susquehanna, as the 


| 
} 
} 
{ 


the county of Huntingdon, to the basin at Hollidays- 
burg, in the same county, either by canal or slack water 
navigation; towards the expenditures of which rail road 
and canal or slack water navigation, as specified in this 
section, during the present year, the sum of seven hun- 
dred thousand dollars is hereby specifically appropriat- 
cd, to be paid out of the loan hereinafter mentioned. 
Sec.4, And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That for the purpose of relieving the several 
turnpike road companies, thatis to say: the Harrisburg, 


extent and route thereof are stated in their report of the | Carlisle and Chambersburg turnpike road company, and 


twenty-first day of December, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and thirty, beginning at the intersection of Vine 


} 


and Broad streets, in the city of Philadelphia, and thence 
extending to the end of the canal basin at Columbia, in| pany, and the Becford and Somerset turnpike road 
the county ot Lancaster, a distance of eighty-one miles | company, and the Somerset and Mount Pleasant turn- 


and three fourths of a mile, through the counties of Phil- 
adelphia, Montgomery, Delaware, Chester and Lancas- 
ter; towards the expenditures wherecf, during the pre- 
sent year, the sum of six hundred thousand dollars is 
hereby specifically appropriated, to be paid out of the 
loan herein after mentioned: Provided however, That the 
said commissioners shall complete the first twenty miles 
of the said rail road, proceeding from Philadelphia west- 
wardly, and cause the said part of the said rail road to be 
finished with double tracks, engines and all other means 
to make it useful for transportation, with the least pos- 
sible delay. nd provided also, That before the canal 


| 





commissioners shall contract for any part of the rail road | 


between the western shore of the river Schuylkill and 
the intersection of Vine and Broad streets, the mayor, 
aldermen and citizens of Philadelphia, by their proper 
authorities, shal! engage to construct and continue a rail 
road from the intersection of Vine and Broad streets, 
to Cedar street, and also, that they be and are hereby 
authorized to intersect and construct a branch or branch- 
es of rail road from any point or pvints of the Pennsyl- 
vania rail road, east of the river Schuylkill, not farther 
north than Francis street and carry the same to any point 
ar points on the river Schuylkill or Delaware, within 
the limits of the said city; and to charge and receive the 
game tolls as may be charged on the Pennsylvania rail 
road, according to distance: .dnd provided also, The said 
commissioners may cause the bridge across the Schuy]l- 
kill to be constructed in such a manner that the same 


shall be suitable for the accommodation of carriages and | 


pussengers, other than those passing upon the rail road; 
the tolls to be charged for passing upon which shall be 
fixed by the canal commissioners. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the sai canal commissioners shall pro- 
ceed forthwith to complete the projected canal, be- 
tween the western termination of the rail Road at Co- 
Jumbia, ani the best point of junction with the Penn- 
sylvania canal at Middletown, in the county of Dauphin, 
including an aqueduct in the line of the said canal, over 


the Chambersburg and Bedford turnpike road company 
and the Bedford and Stoystown turnpike road company, 
and the Stoystown and Greensburg turnpike road com- 


pike road company,and the Williamsport and Wash- 
ington turnpike road company, and the Washington and 
Pittsburg turnpike road company, the further sum of 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby 
appropriated, to be paid by the state Treasurer to the 
said companies, pro rata, according to the amount of 
their debts, as stated in their several reports made to the 
Auditor General; and the said companies are hereby re- 
quired to appropriate the sums so received by them, in 
the payment, pro rata, of their respective debts, upon 
condition that the state shall be astockholder in the 
capital stock of the several turnpike road companies, to 
the extent of the sums thus appropriated to the relief 
of the said companies respectively. 

Sxc. 5, And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said canal commissioners shall ex- 
tend without delay, by canal or slack water navigation, 
the West Branch division of the Pennsylvania Canal, 
from the Muncy dam, in the county of Lycoming, to the 
mouth of the Bald Eagle creek, in the same county; to- 
wards the expenses whereof, during the present year, 
the sum of two hundred thousand dollars is hereby spe- 
cifically appropriated. Also a water communication 
between the town of Lewisburg, in Union County, and 
the nearest and best point on the said West Branch di- 
vision of the Pennsylvania canal; for which the sum of 
twenty-five thousand dollars is hereby specifically ap- 
propriated: Provided, That the same be paid for out of 
the said sum of two hundred thousand dollars last men- 
tioned, if in the judgment of the canal commissioners 
the same be sufficient for both purposes: And Proyid- 
ed, That in constructing adam across the Susquehan- 
na, at that point, the said dam shall not exceed two feet 
and a half in height, and shall be so constructed as not 
to injure or impede the navigation of said river. Also, 
the North Branch division of the Pennsylvania canal, 
from the pool of the Nanticoke Dam, in the county of 
Luzerne, by canal or slack water navigation, not to ex- 
ceed fifteen miles, in the same county; towards the ex- 
penses whereof, during the present year, the sum of one 


the river Swatara, and out-let locks to the river at Co- | hundred thousand Collars is hereby specifically appro- 
lumbia; for the expenses and costs of which canal, aque- | priated. Also make a canal or slack water navigation 
duct and out-let locks, the sum of one hundred and | from the Allegheny river,at the mouth of French creek, 


sixteen thousand one hundred and seventy dollars is 
hereby specifically appropriated, to be paid out of the 
loan hereinafter mentioned. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said canal commissioners shall com- 
mence forthwith and prosecute, without delay, a rail 
road over and across the Allegheny mountains, from the 
basin at Hollidaysburg, in the county of Huntingdon, to 
Johnstown, in the county of Cambria, a distance of about 
thirty-eight miles, according (to the extent, route and 
plan thereof, stated in their report of the twenty-first 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thir- 
ty, excluding the plan of a tunnel as recommended by 
Moncure Robinson in his report of the twenty-first No- 
vember, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine; 
and also, that they shall commence and prosecute, with- 
out delay, the extension of the Junia‘adivision of the 
Pennsylyania canal, from the town of Huntingdon, in 


| 


and up that creek to the French creek feeder; towards 
the expenses whereof, during the present year, the sum 
of sixty thousand dollars is hereby specifically appro- 
riated. Also, make a canal or slack water navigation 
from the Ohio river, at the mouth of Big Beaver creek, 
up that creek tothe town of Newcastle; towards the 
expenses whereof, during the present year, thesum of 
one hundred thousand dollars is hereby specifically ap- 
propriated; all the said several specific appropriations in 
this section mentioned, to be paid out of the loan here- 
inafter mentioned. 

Sxc. 6. And be it further eracted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the Governor of this Commonwealth 
be and is hereby authorised to borrow on the credit of 
this commonwealth, and such fund as shall be created 
for securing the punctual payment of the interest and 
re-imbursement of the principal, the sum of two millions 
four hundred and eighty-three thousand one hundred 


ie ee 


een 2. eel =e 


ee 





1831.) 


and sixty-one dollars and eighty-eight cents, payable in 
instalments, in such manner as he may designate in pro- 
posals for said loan; which sum shail be paid to and 
vest in the commissioners of the internal improvement 
fund, to be applied by them to the re-payment of the 
temporary loan of two hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, authorised by the act of January twelfth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-one, and to the payment 
of the contracts necessary to finish work heretofore 
authorised, and the residue in the manner and for 
the purposes directed by this act: Provided, That no 
engagement or contract shall be entered into which 
shall preclude the commonwealth from re-imbursing the 
said luan at any time after the expiration of twenty-five 
years, from the first day of July next: And provided fur- 
ther, That no rate of interest beyond five per cent. 
per annum shall be allowed or paid for the said loan. 

Sxc. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the canal commissioners shall not be 
authorised to incur debt on the faith of the state, in 
any way or manner beyond the appropriation aforesaid. 

Approved the twenty-first day of March, A. D. one 
thousand eigh hundred and thirty-one. 

GEORGE WOLF. 





LOAN BILL. 


An act authorising a loan of monies to be invested in the 
Internal Improvement Fund, to be applied to the pay- 
ment of repairs, damages and other demands upon said 
Fund, and for other purposes. 

Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
in General Assembly met and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, That the Governor be and is 
hereby authorised to borrow on the credit of the com- 
monwealth, such sum or sums of money as may be re- 
quired during the ensuing year, for the purpose of de- 
fraying the expences of necessary repairs upon the 
several lines of canal, and for the payment of the super- 
intendents, collectors, supervisors, and lock keepers, 
and of damages assessed upon the several lines of rail 
road and canal, and also for constructing a towing path 
along the pool of the Nanticocke dam, which sum or 
sums so borrowed shall be paid and vested in the com- 
missioners of the internal improvement fund, to be ap- 
plied by them to the purposes above described. Pro- 
vided, That the above loan may be negotiated to be 
paid into the treasury by instalments from time to time 
as required, and shall not exceed the sum of three hun- 
dred thousand dollars at an interest not exceeding five 
per centum per annum, and that no engagement shall be 
entered into precluding the commonwealth from re- 
paying the said loan at any time after the expiration of 
twenty-five years from the first day of July next. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the commissioners of the internal im- 
provement fund, be and they are hereby authorised 
and required, if there should be any deficiency in the 
fund for the payment of interest on the first day of 
August next, to apply such portion of the monies that 
may be in their hands for the construction of canals and 


rail roads as will meet said deficiency, which sum or | 


sums are to be repaid out of the proceeds arising from 
the several acts laying taxes upon real or personal pro- 
perty. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That so much of the act entitled “ An act to 
continue the improvement of the state by canals and 
rail roads,” as requires the instalments to be designated 
in the proposals for the loan anthorised by said act, is 
hereby repealed, and the instalments may be required 
by the Governor from time to time, upon twenty days 
notice to the lenders or in the original proposals, as 
may be deemed most expedient. 


Approved the thirtieth day of March, A. D. one| 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. 
GEO. WOLF. 


MANCHESTER AND LIVERPOOL RAIL ROAD vs. CANALS. 
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From the Lehigh Courier. 


MANCHESTER AND LIVERPOOL RAIL ROAD 
vs. CANALS. 


The above mentioned justly celebrated rail road is 
most truly the ‘‘Lion of the day.” Perhaps there is no 
subject that more agitates the civilized part of mankind 
than this road and its appendages. It therefore be- 
hoves the serious part of the community carefully to can- 
vass and understand a matter of such all absorbing in- 
terest. By accident, I met with a letter ofrecent date, 
from an acquaintance then in Liverpool, in whose can- 
dour of statementsI can place implicit confidence, and 

| which perhaps may shed some light on this very inter- 
vidend, is $444,444 


esting subject. 
The purport of the letter goes to show that notwith- 
444,444 passengers, at $1 each, will pay the 
| above. 


standing the enormous cost of this undertaking, one 
million pounds sterling, the stockholders expect to get 
10 per cent annual dividends—that the passengers 
alone will pay this 10 per cent. and the heavy transpor- 
tation will pay all the expenses of the road, including 
wear and tear of the same, also of wagons, engines, &c. - 
&e. That the price of passengers is 5s. sterling for first 
class of coaches, and 3s each for 2d class. That the 
price of carriage of merchandize, coal, &c. is 10s. ster- 
ling a ton, and the whole length of the road is 30 miles; 
thus making passengers about an average of 33 cents 
each per mile, and merchandize, coal, &c. 7 cents and 
a fraction a ton per mile. 

That 24 coaches formerly passed daily each way be- 
tween those two cities, but now, since the rail road is 
done, the number is reduced to 4 or 5. That some 
canals have already or are soon expected to have their 
water drawn out, and its place supplied with rails, —that 
canal stocks are sinking inthe market,—that a short ca- 
nal a few years ago sold for £1400 sterling a share, and 
now is not worth one fourth of that price,—that the 
Leeds and Liverpool canal, two years ago, sold for 600 
to 615£ st. a share, and now can be had for £380 st.— 
that the Manchester and Liverpool rail road stock is 
now selling for 96 to 100. 

Here are stubborn facts—but let us coolly examine 
them. 

The Liverpool and Manchester rail road is 30 miles 
long, and the cost 4,444,444 dollars—10 per cent. di- 
It is currently reported that 1,000 tons of 
goods will pass each way daily, which for 
300 days, is 600,000 tons, at 10s. sterling, 
or $2 22 a ton, is 1,332,000 











Gross receipts of the road, $1,776,444 


| The aboveamount of business, it is thus supposed, 


| will pass on that rail road annually, and produce the 

| sum stated, of which the profit of 10 per cent. on pas- 

sengers, and the balance is the sum total of all the cur- 
| rent expenses on said road necessary to produce this 

| profit. 4 

| The expenditure to produce a profit of 10 per cent as 

| above, may be apportioned as follows:— 

25 per cent. of the income or 
gross receipts makes the 10 
per cent. dividend, and 25 
per cent. of the cost of which 
(equal to 77 cents aton per 
mile) is 

| 25 per cent. for power for trans- 





1? cents a ton per mile. 


portation, is 1? do. do. do. 
| 25 percent. a wagon, is 1} do. do. ho. 
| 25 percent wear & tear road, 1} do. do. do. 


ae Making 7 ct. cost pr. ton a mile. 
to pay a dividend of 10 per cent, 
| The expenscs may not be exactly as here apportion. 
(ed, but taken altogether, they make essentially that 
; amount. The stock ofthis rail road is now 96 to 100 
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advanced on 100 paid, and the Leeds and Liverpool 
canal 380 for 100 paid.—Query, Which is the best 
stock, both starting from the same city? 

Now let us analize the same trade on a canal like the 
Lehigh, which is 46 miles in length, and which over- 
comes, | presume, a greater elevation than the rail road. 

The transportation of the above magnitude on the 
Lehigh canal of 46 miles, to pay 10 per cent, dividend 
on the canal stock. 

Viz: 600,000 tons produce. 

222,222 Passengers, allowing each passenger to 
pay equal to 4. ton of merchandize. 

*822,222 tons 4 a ct. a ton per mile for cost of trans- 
portation is $189,111. 

50 Lock tenders cost $5,000 

46 hands repairing canal 200 days, 9,200 

Canal cost $1,500,000—10 per ct. div. is 150,000 

Contingencies, 24,911 





188,111 
equal to 4a cent a ton per mile. 


Then 4 a cent aton a mile, it would appear, pays for 
transportation, and another 4 acent a ton per mile 
pays 10 percent. divinend, and all wear and tear— 
making together, 1 cent a ton per mile onthe canal, 
produce the same profitsto to the stockholders as 74 
centsa ton per mile does to the stockholders of the 
Manchester and Liverpool rail road, and the balance 
goes to the farmer, &c. It is not necessary to make 
further comparisons for my yankee brethren. 


A PLAIN COUNTRYMAN. 








HORTICULTURAL REPORT. 
Extract from the minutes of the Society. 


The fruit committee of the Horticultural Society, in 
addition to their report on strawberries, made in June 
last, beg leave to state that they have examined during 
the summer and autumn such specimens as were sub- 
mitted to their inspection, and lament to say, that al- 
though some fine fruit has been exhibited, vet it has 
not been in quality, sze, or flavour, equal to the ex- 
pectation they had formed when the list of premiums 
was published, Nor can they conceal their mortifica- 
tion, that more emulation has not been produced among 
cultivators for the prizes offered by the Society. They 
are willing, owever, to attribute it to the want of know- 
ing generally, that such premiums existed, and hope 
the course now pursued by the Society, will bring forth 
during another year a greater variety, and more com- 
petition. 

The Committee would further state, that at their late 
exhibition of fruits in October last, Mr. Bates, of Cam- 


den, New Jersey, sent a large quantity of a very supe- | 


rior late seedling free stone peach, of his own raising; 
several high flavoured water and nutmeg melons, and a 
bushel of uncommonly large sweet potatoes; and al- 
though not exactly embraced within their duties, yet 
the Committee believe they cannot recommend a mea 
sure more likely to further the views of the Society, 
than to award a medal to this gentleman as one of the 
most suceess!ul cultivators of fruits and vegetables in 
the neighbourhood of our city. With these observa- 
tions they report, that . 

David Allen, of Burlington, New Jersey, is entitled to 
the premium of three dollars, or a silver medal of that 
value, for two quarts of the finest gooseberries. 

To Mr. Lawrence, of Penn Township, the premium 
of five dollars, or a medal of that value, for one dozen 
of the best and largeat magnum bonum plums. 

To Mr. W. Cartleband, the premium of five dollars, 


or a gold medat of that value, for the best late beurie 
or late butter pears. 


*The Lehigh Canal and Locks are of sufficient capa- 


city to admit the passage of 840 tons per hour up, and 
the same down. ' 
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To J. S. Waln, of Philadelphia, a premium of five 
dollars, or a gold medal of that value, for the finest 
grapes; and a gold medal of the value of five dollars be 
presented to Mr. Bates, of Camden, New Jersey, for his 
superior seed] ng late free stone peach, his high fla- 
voured nutmeg and water melons, and large sweet po- 
tatoes. 

ROBERT CARR, 

THOS. LANDRETH, | Commiticeon 
DAVID S. BROWN, Fruits. 
THOMAS HALE, 

The Committee on Vegetables report the following 
premiums for the best vegetables exhibited to the So- 
ciety last year, viz: 

To the gardener of H. Pratt, Esq. for the earliest and 
best cauliflowers, a premium of ten dollars. 

To J. Engleman, for the best early potatoes, a pre- 
mium of three dollars; for the best early cabbage a 
premium of two dollars; for the best tomatoes a premi- 
um of two dollars; for the best melongina (egg plant) a 
premium of two dollars; for the best celery a premium 
of two dollars. 

‘To D. D. Maupay, for the best early peas, a premium 
of two dollars; for the best artichokes a premium of 
two dollars; tor the best cardoons a premium of three 
dollars. 

SAMUEL B. DAYVIS,) 
THOS. ASTLEY, 

D. MAUPAY, 

A. D’ARRAS, 


Committee on 


Vegetables, 





Crover Szrrp.—This has become an important item 
in the agricultural products of this county. We were 
informed the other day, by a respectable gentleman, 
who owns a clover-mill in a township adjoining this bo- 
rough, that about fwelve thousand dollars worth of clover 
seed has been prepared for market at his mill the pre- 
sent season.— Chambersburg Repository. 


Statisticks for the stomach.—Number of cattle, sheep, 
and hogs, passing the 7 miles stone, on the road leading 
from Westchester to Philadelphia from the first day of 


April 1830, to the first day of April 1831, carefully taken 
by Nathan Young: 





Cattle... oevescee neaivude eainden eee 20707 
OCR one 06'e p00 0.0 908 Sond coseceege 49709 
TAGE, sande nciedovescssnsccdnseote 19828 
Whole number........cccsscccees 96244 


| Weekly Visiter. 


Beef. —On Monday the 21st of February, the Hunting 
Hill Ox, fed by Richard Megowen, of Edgment, and 
slaughtered by Messrs. Kirk and Thomas, was exhibited 
in our market. The beef made a very handsome ap- 
pearance and reflects great credit upon our county. 


The following we learn was the weight of the Hunting 
Hill Ox. 


ic wa ceéecesece Ssonenbeveuks 1523 Ibs. 
Mough Fat, occ ccccscccccccacsecs 500 
Pie Dn as cacncene ob cadussos sess 167 





Total, 1990, 
[Upland Union. 


(cp We are indebted to Joan M. Days, Esq. United 
States Marshal for the Western Distriet, for an aggre- 
gate return of the inhabitants in his district; which shall 
appear as soon as the returns of the Eastern District, 
now in course of publication, are completed. We re- 
gret to learn, that in consequence of some of the assist- 
ants not having made complete returns of townships, he 
will be unable to furnish the whole of the counties, but 
hope he will favor us with such as are perfect. 





